Final Northanger Abbey Project: 
Good Literature Proposal
Assignment:  Write a convincing proposal for a book that could be included in an academic high school English (or other content area) class.
Essential Questions:  How do you define a “good book”?  What is good literature?  What is the difference between a “book” and a “work of literature”?  Would you consider the text you read a piece of literature? If you were a teacher, would you assign this reading to your students? 
Structure of Proposal
Purpose: 
In one to three sentences, tell your readers the reason for your proposal: Explain why you are writing and what you hope to achieve.
(approx. 50 words)
Significance:  
Highlight the importance of your proposal.  Why does it matter?  As a teacher? As a student?  As a curriculum developer?  As a literary critic?
(approx. 100 words)
Rationale for why it should or should not be taught: 
1. State position
2. Examples to support your position. (Suggestions:  literary criticism, textual examples from your book, interviews) Each example should be followed by analysis and reasoning that is logical and clear.
3.  Elements of style: (suggestions) diction, narrative techniques, figurative language, genre
4.  How does your text contribute to or influence your understanding of human nature, a particular time period, or a society (today or in the past)?
(approx. 750 words)
Background on the book and author:  
1.  What is the author’s background?  (What society, time period, and country does this person live in?  How does this information affect the author’s writing style, message, etc?)
2.  Give a very brief plot summary of the book and its characters.
3.  Identify one or two of the themes in the book.
4.  Who is the target audience for this book?
(approx. 350 words)
Extension possibilities or suggestion for another book under the same genre*:
1. What major activities, projects, and discussions could accompany your book if added to a school curriculum?
2. If you believe that your book should not be taught, recommend a book of the same genre that should be taught.  (This may require some additional reading and research.)

*You will complete either #1 or #2.
(approx. 400 words)
Conclusion/recommendation:  
Sum up your proposal and provide a sense of closure.  If appropriate restate the purpose, your solution, and the probable benefits.
(approx. 50 words)
Important Terms Defined (you need to discuss these terms in your proposal):
1.  Literature:  timelessness, societal implications, the form/structure/style analysis
2.  Other terms to define? 
Page Length: 
 6 - 8 pages
Presentation:  
In addition to your written proposal you will need to prepare a five minute presentation.  You should come in on _____________________ prepared to present your proposal to a panel of “curriculum developers” with a visual aid and talking points.  
Sources:  
All sources need to be cited parenthetically and written on a Works Cited Page.  The paper needs to comply with MLA formatting standards.
TIMELINE FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS
Homework for the week of March 21 - 25:  

 1)Read Northanger Abbey Literary Criticism  

2)  Write the first 1.5 pages of your very own gothic novel

3) Find 3-4 reviews of your book (Look in the New York Times and Boston Globe book review section, Amazan.com, Barnes & Nobles Booksellers, and other like companies.  Make sure to keep track of your sources, print out the reviews if possible.)

Monday, March 21 – “Good Book” Intro (Major Data Sheet Due)

Tuesday – Thursday, March 22 – 24th – MCAS and watch Northanger Abbey

Friday, March 25 – Library Work Day 
Homework: Write a draft of your “Good Book Proposal”
Monday, March 28 – Peer edit Proposal drafts; work day in library to work on PowerPoint; conference w/Ms. LeeKeenan
Homework: Write a second draft of your proposal, making revisions based on today’s peer edits.

Tuesday, March 29 – Work day in the library (working on PowerPoint); conference with Ms. LeeKeenan

Homework: Write a third draft of your proposal, making revisions based on the feedback Ms. LeeKeenan has given you. Final draft needs to be submitted onto Turnitin.  Finish your PowerPoint for tomorrow’s presentations.  
Wednesday, March 30 – “Good Book Proposal” Presentations
